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Carols late change of venue

Deteriorating weather forced the Brisbane Concert Choir's "Carols in the 
Garden" Christmas concert be re-positioned from Payne Rd The Gap to the 
campus of Somerville House in South Brisbane (December 12) at 6pm.  
 
Venue: Murray Evans Sports and Aquatic Centre
Somerville House, 4 Stephens Road, South Brisbane
 
Entrance into the building will be between Gates 10 and 11 on Stephens Road 
(please see attached map).  If you need wheelchair access it will be best to 
park on Stephens Road and enter from the street level. There is some parking 
underneath the Murray Evans Sports and Aquatic Centre but only stairs access 
(no elevator). 
 
As this is a sports hall could we ask that people please do not wear sharp or 
hard-healed shoes. 
 
Bring your picnic baskets, blankets and chairs, but please ensure any chairs 
can be placed on a blanket or underlay so as not to scar the timber floors.

We fully understand this late change of venue may not suit everyone, so we will 
be in touch with further information. Keep an eye on our website for updated 
information and advice.

There is expense and much work involved in these events - especially with a 
late change of venue - so we greatly appreciate the consideration of those who 
have offered to donate the payment for their tickets should weather have forced 
a complete cancellation. We hope though, that you will still be able to join us 
this evening, but if not we will be in touch.

Further information will be provided via our website (and via email) as we have 
the time. At present it is a case of 'all hands on deck' to get the alternate venue 
shipshape.





COVID-19 Information

Anyone with the symptoms of COVID-19 - 
dry cough, fever, sore throat, fatigue or 
shortness of breath - should stay at home and 
not attend this event. 
Ticket holders who are unwell with such 
symptoms will not be penalised and are 
eligible for a full refund. 
If you become unwell while attending 
the concert, please seek assistance at the 
Sign-in Desk. 
At all times please maintain social distancing 
of 1.5 metres whenever possible, including 
when entering and leaving.



Carols	in	the	Garden	
Shepherd’s	Pipe	Carol																																							John	Rutter	
Sans	Day	Carol																																																					John	Rutter	
All	Bells	in	Paradise																																											John	Rutter	
Do	You	Hear	What	I	hear?																															Noel	Regney/Gloria	Shayne		
Veni	Veni	Emmanuel																																									Michael	John	Trotta	
In	the	bleak	mid-winter																																			Harold	Darke	
It’s	beginning	to	look	a	lot	like	Christmas		Meredith	Wilson	

Interval	

Rise	up	Shepherd	and	follow																								arr	by	John	Rutter	
Candlelight	Carol																																														John	Rutter	
Wassail	Song																																																					RalphVaughan	Williams	
Silent	Night																																																								Franz	Gruber	
Have	Yourself	a	Merry	Little	Christmas				Ralph	Blane/Hugh	Martin															
The	Twelve	Days	of	Christmas																					arr	Mark	Puddy	
Christmas	Blessing																																										Philip	Stopford

Brisbane Concert Choir acknowledges the valued support of Daisho Group
 at 180 Brisbane, St Andrew’s Uniting Church on the corner of Ann and Creek Streets

 and Central Plaza on the corner of Queen and Creek Streets Brisbane.

http://www.daisho-aus.com
https://www.saintandrews.org.au
http://central-plaza.com


Dr Debra Shearer Dirié is president of the Australian National 
Choral Association (ANCA). In addition to her role as Music 
Director of Brisbane Concert Choir, she is the founder and 
Music Director of the vocal ensemble Fusion, and conductor 
of Vintage Voices. Originally from Perth, Debra maintains an 
active career as a choral conductor, music educator, clinician 
and scholar. She holds a Master of Music Education degree 

and Doctor of Music degree in Choral Conducting from Indiana University. During her time 
there she directed the Indiana University Children’s and Youth Choir, was assistant director to 
maestro Paul Hillier with the Pro Arte Singers, and was Director of the International Vocal 
Ensemble at Indiana University for two years. 

Debra has received numerous invitations to present at national conferences both abroad and in 
Australia, including the National Conference of the American Choral Director’s Association in 
New York in 2003, and has been invited to present at each Australian National Choral 
Association (ANCA) Choralfest since she returned to Australia in 2003. 

Debra continually searches for opportunities to collaborate with other musical groups, 
composers, dancers, visual artists and cultural groups. Upon arriving in Brisbane in mid- 2003, 
she conducted the Queensland Young Conservatorium Chamber Choir. In 2005, she was 
appointed Musical Director of the Brisbane Concert Choir at St Andrew’s, and in 2006 
founded Vox Pacifica Chamber Choir. In 2009, Debra founded Fusion Vocal Ensemble, which 
has become known for its performances of diverse repertoire with exceptional beauty. Fusion 
was one of twenty-five international choirs selected to perform at the 2014 World Symposium 
on Choral Music in Seoul, Korea. 

In 2010, Debra was contacted by Centacare (the social services arm of the Catholic Church in 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane) to create a singing group which would be offered to the elderly 
community of Brisbane. This group of people has become known as the Vintage Voices and 
perform regularly in the Brisbane region. The youngest singer in this group is 60, whilst the 
oldest is 96. 

Debra has lectured at the Queensland Conservatorium, The University of Queensland School 
of Music, and the Australian Catholic University. She is currently serving as editor of the 
ANCA journal Sing Out, and on ANCA’s National Council. Debra is in demand as an 
adjudicator, clinician and conductor for festivals and eisteddfods throughout Australia and the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Music Director
Debra Shearer Dirie



JOHN WOODS was born in Stirling, Scotland. After studying piano and bassoon at The 
Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama he was awarded scholarships from The 
Scottish Arts Council and The Ralph Vaughan Williams Trust to specialise in piano 
accompaniment at The Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester. He has since 
worked as a guest repetiteur at the R.N.C.M. and The Hong Kong Academy for 
Performing Arts. In 1992 he joined the staff of The Queensland Conservatorium, 
Griffith University as an accompanist and vocal coach, preparing many of its operas, 
including the Australian premiere of Britten's "Billy Budd", as part of the 1993 Brisbane 
Biennial Festival.  
Engagements have taken him throughout Great Britain, Europe and Australia, 
accompanying singers and instrumentalists on the concert platform and in radio and 
television broadcasts. He has worked with some of the finest singers of the present 
generation including Joan Rodgers, Amanda Roocroft, Simon Keenlyside and in 
particular, Jane Eaglen.
 
He has accompanied masterclasses given by several distinguished singers including 
Dame Joan Sutherland, Dame Janet Baker, Dame Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Sir Peter 
Pears and Luigi Alva, whom he has also accompanied in recital.
 
As a Musical Associate for Granada Television, John Woods has credits on a wide range 
of arts and drama programmes which include "The Dame Joan Hammond 
Masterclasses", "Coronation Street", "Sherlock Holmes" and "Lost Empires" - the eight-
hour serialisation of the J. B. Priestley novel in which he worked with the late Sir 
Laurence Olivier. 
 
John was appointed to the position of accompanist from the beginning of 2006 with the 
departure of Bronwyn Brown, who had accompanied Brisbane Concert Choir since its 
inception.

Accompanist 

John Woods



Brisbane Concert Choir is an auditioned adult mixed voice 
choir formed in 1996 as an outreach of the St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church. It has a reputation for excellence in performances of a 

repertoire ranging from a cappella pieces to full symphonic 
works. It has performed with the Queensland Philharmonic 

Orchestra, Queensland Orchestra, Queensland Pops Orchestra, 
in festivals such as Brisbane Cathedrals Week and the 4MBS 

Festival of Classics and at QPAC. The Choir has also recorded 
works for broadcast on ABC TV and 4MBS Classic FM and has 

put down three CDs – Journey, Radiance and Rejoice. The 
Choir has toured in Queensland, northern NSW and overseas on 

four occasions within Europe and eastern Canada.

www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com

The Choir

Brisbane Concert Choir acknowledges the Turrbal and Jagera peoples, the traditional 
custodians of the land in and around Brisbane, and pays respect to their Elders, past and 

present and emerging.

http://www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com


Join us again next week 
as we sing our way to Christmas
 and ‘unwrap joy’ in the city at

Brisbane Quarter
December 14 - 18

5.30 - 6.30 pm

More from Debra

http://www.brisbanequarter.com.au/retail/unwrap-joy-at-brisbane-quarter/
https://www.brisbaneconcertchoir.com/brisbane-quarter


Brisbane Concert Choir is very appreciative of 
those who run Somerville House for making this 

venue available and at such short notice. 
We also sincerely thank Andrea and Malcolm 
Hall-Brown who generously made their home 
property at The Gap available for staging this 

concert. It is because of the deteriorating weather 
that we have been forced to change to a covered 

venue. 
We especially appreciate the immeasurable work 
that both Andrea and Malcolm contributed in 
preparation. We are indeed privileged to have 

Andrea singing with us. 

Finally we would be grateful if you could ensure 
no rubbish is left at our venue this evening. Please 
either place it in rubbish bags provided or take it 

home with you. 


